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ELCO HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT 
 

Eastern 
Lebanon 
County 
School 
District’s 
Mission 
Statement 
____________________ 
 
The mission of 
the ELCO School 
District is to 
prepare ALL 
students, K-12, to 
be successful for 
THEIR futures. 

The fifty-fourth commencement ceremony for the Eastern Lebanon County School 
District was held in the New Beginnings Auditorium in Myerstown on Thursday, June 8, 
2017. 

Sydney Kline delivered the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  The senior 
members of the ELCO High School Chorus sang “The Star-Spangled Banner” and Kayla 
Light welcomed family and friends to the ceremony.  Alyssa Keath and Collin Landis, 
student orators, presented their speeches, “Home Grown” and “Life’s Greatest Lesson” 
respectively.  The ELCO High School Concert Choir presented the choral selection 
“Bridge Over Troubled Water.” 

Dr. Zuilkoski, ELCO Superintendent, introduced Mr. Craig Soden, High School Dean of 
Students, as the commencement speaker.  Mr. Soden was selected by the senior class to 
give the commencement address at this year’s ceremony.  Mrs. Amy Shoemaker, Director 
of Pupil Services, presented Mr. Soden with the Commencement Speaker Award.   

Mr. Jamie Cascarino, Middle School Assistant Principal along with High School 
Principal, Jennifer Haas and Dean of Students, Craig Soden, presented the departmental 
awards to the top scholastic students (over four years) in the various curricular areas.  The 
departments and students receiving the awards were as follows: 

Agriculture Science:  Mackenzie Hartranft  
Art:  Marissa Kemmerling    
Business Education:  Matthew Berger  
English:  Collin Landis  
Family & Consumer Science:  Alexis Thomas 
Mathematics:  Alyssa Keath  
Music:  Hannah Williams    
Physical Education: (Female) Hannah Williams / (Male) Tyler Hill  
Science: Alyssa Keath 
Social Studies: Collin Landis 
Technology Education: Bohdan Adams 
World Language:  Sydney Kline 
Lebanon County Career & Tech Center:  

(Female) Kayla Cox / (Male) Gabriel Cospito 
 

Superintendent, Dr. David Zuilkoski, presented the Valedictorian, Collin Landis, and the 
Salutatorian, Alyssa Keath, with their awards.  Board President, Carrie Boyer delivered 
the Board of Education message. 

Ms. Jennifer Haas, High School Principal, introduced the Class of 2017 and congratulated 
the students on their accomplishments.  School Board President, Carrie Boyer; assisted by 
Board Member, Scott Houtz; and!Intermediate School Principal, Michael Gerhart; 
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presented the diplomas to the graduates while Mr. Craig Soden read the class roll.  Ms. Jennifer Haas changed 
the graduates’ tassels, symbolizing their graduation from ELCO High School. 
 
Senior Class President, Jennifer Kinsey, presented the senior class gift and Emily Witmer gave the farewell.  The 
evening concluded with the singing of the Alma Mater.  Congratulations to the Class of 2017! 

 

!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!

CONGRATULATIONS!! STUDENT AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

ELCO HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT…Continued 
!

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL:  
Women’s Club Good Citizenship:   Ava Bird, Laura Blakeslee, Tyce Boyer, Madelynn Eisenhauer, Alexis 

Hartz, Samuel Keener, Avery Kurtz, Eric Layser, Ben Macchione, 
Zachary Martin, Makyna Martin, Layla Martzall Hunter Mehaffey, 
Klint Miller, Madelynn Stout, Madison Weidman 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL: 

Senator Michael Folmer Good Citizenship Award: Grace Ginder, Virdicio Chekanov 
Representative Ryan Costello Good Citizenship Award:   Audrey Bowers, Matthew Blair 
Representative Russ Diamond Leadership Award:   Georgia Martin, Conner Stauffer 
Good Neighbor Award:   Isabella Kimmel, Jessica Shcherbakova, 

Ryan Weaber, Evan Swan 
Woodmen of the World Award:   Georgia Martin, Ryan Daub 

!
HIGH SCHOOL: 
  Departmental Awards 

Art  Senior Art Portfolio Awards   
 2D  Marissa Kemmerling 
 3D  Kiersten Sweigart 
 Best Overall  Valdessa Fladd 
Business FBLA Awards   
 FBLA Student of the Year  Avah St. Onge 
 Xerox Award for Innovation and Information Technology  Chance Leed 
 Trout, Ebersole & Groff, LLP Accounting/Bookkeeping Award Austin Rhoads 
English SIGMA Awards  
 Editor-in-Chief Award  Haille Kern 
 Editor Award  Sarah Yermalovich 
 Business Editor Award  Jordan Rosengrant 
 Senior Editor Award  Sydney Kline 
 2017 Lebanon Daily News Student Journalism Award  Haille Kern 
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Music Myerstown Sr. Women’s Club – Music & Drama Division  
 Outstanding Dramatic Actor  Michael Schaeffer 
 Louis Armstrong Jazz Award  Timothy Patrushev 
 Quincy Jones Musicianship Award  Jalyn Rodriguez 
 Director’s Award for Band  Hannah Williams 
 Director’s Award for Chorus  Jalyn Rodriguez 

 Outstanding Accompanist Award  Jalyn Rodriguez 
 Outstanding Choral Award  Elizabeth Foelker, Kayla Light 
 Outstanding Percussionist Award  Faustina Falk 
 Outstanding Theater Technician  Dylan Landuyt 
 Outstanding Woodwind Award  Madelyn Morrissey 
Science  
 Hatzel Zeplin Memorial Environmental Scholarship  Amanda VanOverbeke 
 Bausch & Lomb Science Award  Jalissa Nolt 
Social Studies   
 Woodman of the World American History Award  Grant Brubaker 
 Frederick Douglass & Susan B. Anthony Award  Alexandra Gates 
Military / Enlisting in the Military  
 U.S. Marines Scholastic Excellence Award  Alyssa Keath, Collin Landis 
 U.S. Marines Distinguished Athlete Award  Tyler Horst, Eve Peiffer 
 U.S. Marines Semper Fidelis Award for Music Excellence  Amanda VanOverbeke 
 U.S. Army Scholar-Athlete Award  Dylan Hill, Alexis Thomas 
Character Education Program  
 Be Proactive  Michael Schaeffer 
 Begin with the End in Mind  Alyssa Keath, Hannah Richards 
 Put First Things First  Brett Flory, Alex Puglio 
 Think Win Win  Kerstin Sweigart, Emily Witmer 
 Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood  Kayla Light   
 Synergize  Tyler Hill   
 Sharpen the Saw  Collin Landis, Ryan Eshleman 
Additional Scholarships/Awards  
 A. Landis Brackbill  Ryan Eshleman, Alyssa Keath 
 Abe Wagner Memorial Scholarship  Dylan Hill, Alex Puglio 
 Academy Appointment Award  Alex Puglio 
 Animal Health Care of Myerstown Scholarship  Collin Landis 
 Anna Zimmerman Reath Scholarship  Alexis Thomas 
 Bayer “Making Science Make Sense” Scholarship  Kayla Light 
 Carl “Gib” Gibble Memorial Scholarship  Kate Fisher 
 Congressman Costello's Good Citizenship Award  Brett Flory, Alyssa Keath 
 DAR Good Citizenship Scholarship  Marissa Kemmerling 
 Dr. Henry & Phyllis Levengood Wasserman Scholarship  Kate Fisher 
 Drexel ROTC Scholarship  Brett Flory 
 E. Jerry Brooks Academic Excellence Award  Alyssa Keath 
 ELCEA Scholarship  Ryan Eshleman, Collin Hershey,  
   Kayla Light, Hannah Richards,  
   Alexis Thomas 
 ELCO Cheerleading Booster’s Scholarship  Hannah Richards 

STUDENT AWARD RECOGNITION…Continued 



 

! WWW.ELCOSD.ORG 
!

ELCO COMMUNICATOR SUMMER 2017 Page 4 of 12 

!

 ELCO Staff Scholarship  Kate Fisher, Tyler Hill, Kerstin Kreiser,  
Courtnee Rank, Adrianna Sonnen, 
Amanda VanOverbeke 

 Fackler-Hower Sportsmanship Award  Cory Kline, Alexis Thomas 
 Fred Poorman Memorial Scholarship  Ryan Eshleman, Cory Kline 
 Ft. Zeller PTF Scholarship  Brett Flory, Rebecca Hickernell 
 George Eastman Young Leaders Award  Mason Bennetch 
 Harvey L. Nitrauer Scholarship  Emily Witmer 
 Heidelberg Township Lioness Award  Kate Fisher, Alyssa Keath,  
   Collin Landis 
 Henry Funk Memorial Scholarship  Dylan Hill  
 Jackson Elementary PTO Scholarship  Tyler Hill, Sara Koppenhaver 
 Jarrod "Willie" Ocker #65 Memorial Scholarship  Dylan Hill 
 Jason Dubble Memorial Scholarship  Alyssa Keath 
 Kiwanis Club of Lebanon Scholar Athlete  Alyssa Keath, Alex Puglio 
 La Sociedad Honoria Hispanica (Spanish Honor Society)  Kayla Light 
 Lebanon Cty Ed Honor Society Book Scholarship  Alexis Thomas 
 Lebanon Federal Credit Union - Future Leader Scholarship  Jalyn Rodriguez 
 Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce Foundation Scholarship Dylan Hill, Alyssa Keath 
 L-LMusic Educator’s Association Student Honors Recognition Award 
  Band  Marissa Kemmerling 
  Chorus  Elizabeth Foelker 
  Keyboard  Jalyn Rodriguez 
  Marching Band  Hannah Williams 
  Show Choir  Kayla Light 
  Stage Technician  Dylan Landuyt 
 Moyer-Longacre Scholarship  Alexis Thomas 
 Mrs. Weaver’s Education Award  Brett Bohannon 
 Myerstown Alumni Association Scholarship  Grace Firestine, Tyler Hill 
 Myerstown-ELCO Rotary Club Award  Natalie Fiorini, Collin Hershey,  
   Kayla Light 
 Myerstown ELCO Rotary Club 4-Way Essay Contest  Mitchell Gray, Daniel Henry,  
   Julia Macchione 
 Myerstown Elementary PTO Scholarship  Kayla Light, Jordan Siegfried 
 Myerstown VFW Memorial Post 6076  Dylan Hill, Kayla Light 
 Myrle Mann Kline and Richard Mann Kline Scholarship  Kerstin Kreiser 
 Noel K. Hertzog Memorial Scholarship  Alexis Thomas 
 On-Fire Youth Ministry Scholarship  Dylan Mellor, Cheyenne Sheaffer 
 Penn State Club Scholarship  Elizabeth Foelker 
 Pop Kelcher Award  Kyle Knight, Hannah Williams 
 Principal’s Choice Art Awards  
  2-D  Marissa Kemmerling 
  3-D  Rebecca Hickernell 
 Principal’s Leadership Award  Rebecca Hickernell 
 Richland Alumni Scholarship  Collin Hershey, Dylan Hill, Tyler Hill 
 Richland Post 880 American Legion Clarence Spangler Award Dylan Hill, Tyler Hill,  
   Kerstin Kreiser, Courtnee Rank 

STUDENT AWARD RECOGNITION…Continued 
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STUDENT AWARD RECOGNITION…Continued 

!

!

The preceding organizations have helped graduating students achieve their dreams through continuing education, 
by providing these scholarships. Please help support these organizations that offer so much to enrich the lives of 
our students and community. For more information on how your company or organization can arrange a 
scholarship, please call the ELCO High School Guidance Office for more information at (717) 866-7447 ext. 2005.!!!
!

 Richland Post 880 of the American Legion Enlisting in the Military Award 
  Navy  Samantha Gray, Garrett Hill,  
    Madelyn Sweatlock,  
    Jared Swingholm, Austin Thomas 
  PA Army National Guard  Anthony Beard 
 Robert “Barney” Hoffman Alumni Soccer Scholarship  Matthew Berger, Evan Gettler,  
   Collin Hershey 
 Robert Clauser Memorial Award  Brett Bohannon 
 Stacey L. Seldomridge Memorial Scholarship  Collin Hershey    
 Travelers Protective Association of America Altruism Award Danielle Nelson 
 Viva Watts Nursing Scholarship  Hannah Richards 
 WCTU Good Citizenship Award  Elizabeth Ebling, Ryan Stone 
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION SERVICE AWARDS 
The following ELCO employees are being recognized for their years of service.   
5 YEARS 10 YEARS 15 YEARS 20 YEARS 
Derek Brehm Lori Binkley Erin Attivo Angie Bicher 
Doug Dresch Linda Bollinger Dennie Boltz Kristi McDonnell 
Kimberly Hackman Zachary Cook Craig DeVore Lori Newswanger 
Michelle Hitz Brad Entrekin Lynn Houtz Judy Umbenhauer 
Toni Mehaffey Anne Frederick Melissa Karli  
John Mentzer Ruthanne Gray Joseph Kunder 25 YEARS 
Susan Price Amy Hicks Gretchen Miller Michelle Altland 
Lauren Ritchie Deborah Hlatky Anissa Mogel Patti Erby 
Sara Shirato Kristi Hummer Jennifer Schooley Sue Gingrich 
Vincent Whitman Wanda Kulp Phran Simmermon Pat Hall 
David Zuilkoski Sara Velazquez Michael Simmons  
 Michelle Whitmoyer Frances Thomas 30 YEARS 
  Amy Zelinske Kathy Shappell 

 

ELCO RETIREES – “OUR THANKS AND BEST WISHES!” 

35 YEARS 
Karen Wagner!

Pictured from left to right:  
 

Donna DelCollo, High School 
Social Studies Teacher 

 
Linda Longenecker District Office 

Administrative Assistant 
 
Allen Yingst,  

School Security Officer 
 
Pat Hall, Fort Zeller  

Reading Teacher 
 
Sandra Hibshman, Fort Zeller 

Paraprofessional 
 
Karen Wagner, Fort Zeller  

1st Grade Teacher 
!
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February 2017 ! March 2017! !
Olivia Rosado, daughter 
of Heriberto Rosado & 
Ashley Ellingsworth 

Santiago Areiza, son of 
Walter & Gloria Areiza 

Kinsey Boyer, daughter of 
Wesley & Betsy Boyer 

Liam Allen, son of 
Brendon & Bevan Allen 

! ! ! !
April 2017! ! May 2017! !

Carsyn Boyer, daughter of 
Jason & Jennifer Boyer!

Aaron Plummer, son of 
Jon & Paula Plummer!

Elisabeth Dimov, daughter of 
Valeriy & Yelena Dimov!

Wesley Doll, son of Mark 
& Kaloni Doll!

! ! ! !

 !  !

February 2017! ! March 2017! !
Ella Gawrys, daughter 

of Mike & Marisa 
Gawrys!

Trenton Brubaker, son 
of Dwight & Sara 

Brubaker!
Shae Parham, daughter of 

Barry & Holly Parham!

Ryan Weaber, son of 
Nathan & Rebecca 

Weaber!

! !

!

!

!
!
!

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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February 2017  March 2017  
Natalie Fiorini, daughter 
of Tony & Libby Fiorini 

Ryan Eshleman, son of 
Randy & Brenda Eshleman 

Sydney Kline, daughter of 
Gina Kline 

Matthew Berger, son of James 
Berger & Suzi Batdorff 

    
    

April 2017  May 2017  

 Emily Witmer, daughter of 
Andy & JoAnn Witmer 

Evan Gettler, son of Shane 
& Melissa Gettler 

Madelyn Morrissey, 
daughter of Melissa 

Hawkins & Christian Drane 
Michael Schaeffer, son of Rob & 

Suzanne Schaeffer 

    

April 2017! ! May 2017! !

Erika O’Neill, daughter of 
Shawn & Kelly O’Neill 

Jacob Sky, son of Jeffrey & 
Rosann Sky 

Noelle Eberly, daughter of 
Deborah Eberly 

Owen Simpson, son of Candy 
Simpson 

! ! ! !

HIGH SCHOOL!

!STUDENTS OF THE MONTH…Continued 
!
MIDDLE!!
!
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It is hard to believe that the 2016-2017 school year 
has come to an end. The spring sports season was a 
very successful one for all of our programs. 
 
Track & Field 
Congratulations to the boys’ program for completing 
the season with a 5-3 record. Top performers on the 
team were Tyler Horst, Evan Gettler, Brandon 
Harlee, Ryan McAllister, Jared Weaver, Levi 
Brubaker, Elijah Herb, and Cole Nelson. Tyler Horst 
qualified for the District Meet. 
 
The girls’ team finished the season with a 5-3 record 
and top performers on this year’s team were Jalissa 
Nolt, Alyssa Keath, Alexis Thomas, Kaylynn 
Keppley, Hannah Williams, Emily Bidelspach, Abbie 
Keath, Jordan Rosengrant, and Alicia Yoh. Alexis 
Thomas qualified for the District Meet and set a 
school record in the Shot Put. 
 
The “Bob and Louise Trump Junior High 
Invitational.” was held on Saturday, April 8 and was 
a great success. Special thanks to the track coaches 
and varsity team members who helped assist with this 
meet and the Booster Club who also played a big role 
in this great event. 
 
Baseball 
The baseball team completed a successful season 
with a 15 - 6 record. Unfortunately, the team did not 
qualify for the league playoffs; however, they did 
play in the district tournament but lost 5-0 to West 
York. The game was played at “Lyle Krall Field”. 
Tyler Price, Clay Hain, and Travis Weaver did the 
majority of the starting pitching and Cole Miller 
helped in a relief role. The top hitters on the team 
were, Kyle Knight, Dane Miller, Cole Miller, Travis 
Weaver, Hunter Witters, and Joe Ginder. Travis 
Weaver was added to the record books recording a 
no-hitter early in the season. 
 
Softball 
The softball team completed the season with a 6-14 
record under the direction of second year head coach 
Randy Derr. Sarah Yermalovich and Amaya Phillips 
were the team leaders in hitting and pitching. Amaya 
Phillips set a school record with the most career runs 

ATHLETICALLY SPEAKING 
!

batted-in, and she is only a junior.  
 
Boys Tennis 
The tennis team completed the season with a 7-6 
record. Congratulations to Linden Bennetch who 
placed 3rd in the League Singles Tournament.  
Bennetch and Dylan Spitler placed 2nd in the Doubles 
Tournament and qualified for the District Double 
Tournament and won their first-round match. 
 
The High School Awards Program was held on 
Wednesday, May 24th. Brett Bohannon received the 
Robert Clauser Memorial Award.  Cory Kline and 
Alexis Thomas won the PIAA District III 
Sportsmanship Award. Alyssa Keath was the winner 
of the District III Academic Excellence Award.  
 
Kyle Knight and Hannah Williams were ELCO’s 
nominees for the Pop Kelchner award. Every school 
in the county and surrounding areas nominate a 
female and male athlete to represent their school. 
These individuals were honored at a student-athlete 
recognition breakfast on Sunday, May 21st at the 
Lebanon Days Inn. 
 
Alex Puglio and Alyssa Keath were selected as the 
Lebanon Valley Kiwanis Scholar Athletes. This 
award goes to a male and female athlete that is both 
excellent in the classroom and athletic field. They 
were treated to a luncheon on Thursday, May 11th in 
Lebanon. 
 
The U.S. Army Scholar Athlete Award winners were 
Dylan Hill and Alexis Thomas. Tyler Horst and Eve 
Peiffer were selected as the U.S. Marine 
Distinguished Athlete Award winners. 
 
Alyssa Keath and Ryan Eshleman were ELCO’s 
selections for the A. Landis Brackbill Award. This 
award goes to the top male and female student-athlete 
in the Lancaster-Lebanon League. All applicants 
must have participated in a minimum of two sports 
and have a minimum 3.0 grade point average 
throughout their high school career. All the student-
athletes nominated for this award in the Lancaster-
Lebanon League were recognized at a Luncheon on 
Tuesday, May 16th at the Eden Resort.  
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ATHLETICALLY SPEAKING…Continued 

PROFESSIONAL & SUPPORT STAFF 
MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

!

Coaches, parents, and the community are encouraged to follow our new sports schedule which can be found at 
www.arbiterlive.com. On this website, enter “Eastern Lebanon County”, choose “Eastern Lebanon County 
High School” and the list of sports will appear. Junior High (JH) is noted as “7/8/9th” and Junior High Junior 
Varsity (JHJV) is noted as “7/8th”.   
 
A link to this site can also be found on the ELCO Athletic webpage under “Sports Calendars”. 
 
You may also follow the ELCO Athletic Department on Twitter to get updates of scores, postponements, and 
other important information about athletics @_dbohannon. 

!

Congratulations to the 
following ELCO Staff 
members who were selected 
as this year’s Professional 
and Support Staff Member of 
the Year! 
 
Pictured Left to Right:  
 
Secondary:  High School 
Social Studies Teacher, Mr. 
Robert Miller. 
 
Elementary:  Intermediate 
School Physical Education 
Teacher, Ms. Frances 
Slabonik. 
!
Support Staff: High School 
Custodian, Mr. David Rhoads 
!

!

!
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The ELCO School District Calendar and ELCO Communicator (newsletter) are posted on 
our website at www.elcosd.org.   
 
• The link to the District Calendar can be found in the upper right corner of the main page  

 
• Athletic events are found by selecting “Student Activities” and “Sports 

Calendars”. 
 

• The ELCO Communicator can be found under “Community”. 
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EASTERN LEBANON COUNTY 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

WWW.ELCOSD.ORG+
The Eastern Lebanon County School District is an equal opportunity 
educational institution and will not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex and handicap in its activities, programs or 
employment practices, as required by Title VI, Title IX and Section 
504. For information regarding civil rights or grievance procedures, 
contact Mrs. Amy Shoemaker, Title IX Coordinator, 180!ELCO Drive, 
Myerstown, PA 17067 (717) 866-7117 
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Eastern Lebanon County School District 
180 ELCO Drive 
Myerstown, PA 17067!
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