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STUDENT LEARNING MAP 

UPDATED 1/17/14 
 
 

Course/Subject: Language Arts   Days: 4 weeks 
Topic: Argumentative/Persuasive Writing  Level : 8th Grade 
 

Key Learning: Persuasive writers use strong focus, organization, and precise words to 
motivate readers to consider their point of view. 

 

Unit Essential Question:  How are persuasive writing techniques used to convince the reader 
to consider the writer’s point of view? 

 
 

Concept:   
Argumentative/ Persuasive 
writing process 

Concept: 
Introductory paragraph 
 

Concept: 
Support 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.4.8.G 
CC.1.4.8.H.  
CC1.4.8.T 
CC 1.4.8. X 

Standards: 
CC.1.4.8.B  

Standards: 
CC.1.4.8.C 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
How can using the writing 
process allow a writer to 
create a persuasive piece 
of writing that thoroughly 
explains an argument or 
position? 
 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
How do I select an 
appropriately focused topic 
for my purpose and provide 
a preview of what is to 
follow? 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
What features can I use to 
increase the readers’ 
comprehension of my 
topic? 

Vocabulary: 
argument 
persuade 
claim (thesis) 
position 
Writing process 
● planning 
● revising 

Vocabulary 
Introduction 
Hook 
Audience 
Topic/claim/argument 
Purpose 
Focused 
Topic/claim/argument 

Vocabulary 
Relevant facts 
Concrete details 
Text features: 
● Graphics 
● Charts 
● Captions 
● Headings 



● editing 
● rewriting 
● publish 

Audience 
Research 
claim/thesis 
transition 
precise language 
formal style 

*Preview ( of topics  in 
introduction) 
 

● Subheadings 
● Titles 
● Italics 
● Bolded words 
● Index 
● Glossary 
● Table of Contents 

Graphics 
Multimedia 
Quotations 
 

   

Concept: 
Organization 
 
 

Concept: 
Style 
 

Concept: 
Conventions 
 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.4.8.D 

Standards: 
CC.1.4.8.E/K/Q 

Standards: 
CC.1.4.8.F 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
How can  I use to organize 
my writing to convey 
meaningful information? 
 
 

Lesson Essential Question 
How do I create style 
within my writing? 
 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
How do I check to ensure I 
have used the conventions 
of standard English 
grammar in my writing? 
 

Vocabulary 
strength of argument 
(second strongest, weakest, 
strongest) 
 
 

Vocabulary 
Style 
precise language 
varying sentence types 
consistent voice 
formal style 

Vocabulary 
revising 
editing 
spell check 
grammar check 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

Concept: 
Claims  
 

Concept: 
Technology 
 

Concept: 
 
 



Standards: 
CC.1.4.8.G 
CC.1.4.8.I 
CC.1.4.8.J 
 

Standards:  
CC.1.4.8.U 

 
 
 

Standards: 
 

 

Lesson Essential 
Question  
What persuasive 
techniques can I use to 
influence my audience to 
believe, buy,  or do 
something? 
 

Lesson Essential Question 
How can I use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
communicate ideas, 
collaborate with others, and 
gather and publish 
information? 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
 
 

Vocabulary 
jargon 
glittering 
generalization/charged 
words 
testimonial 
bandwagon 
red-herring 
bias-stereotype 
propaganda 
appeal to emotions 
point of view 
facts/opinion 

Vocabulary 
web address 
documentation 
citations 
collaboration 
blog 
chat 
upload 
webcast 
podcast 
 

Vocabulary 
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Course/Subject:  LA
Topic:  Conducting  Research
Days:    4  weeks
Grade  Level:  8

Key  Learning:

Credible  and  accurate
sources  including  multiple
print  and  digital  sources
validate  information  in  a  text
while  avoiding  plagiarism.

Unit  Essential  Question:

How  do  credible  and
accurate  sources  including
multiple  print  and  digital
sources  validate  information
in  a  text  while  avoiding
plagiarism?

Concept:

Relevant  Information

Concept:

Variety  of  Sources:

                                    print  and  digital

Concept:

Validity  of  Sources

Standards:

CC1.4.7.W

-How  multiple  print  and
digital  sources  relate
information  to  a  text

Standards:

CC1.4.7.W

-How  multiple  print  and
digital  sources  relate

information  to  a  text

-How  credible  and  accurate

sources  support  writing

Standards:

CC1.4.7.W

-How  credible  and  accurate
sources  support  writing

Lesson  Essential
Question:

How  does  a  writer  gather
relevant  information  from

Lesson  Essential
Question:

How  does  a  writer  gather
relevant  information  from

Lesson  Essential
Question:

How  does  a  writer  assess
the  credibility  and  accuracy
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multiple  print  and  digital
sources,  using  search  terms
effectively?

multiple  print  and  digital
sources,  using  search  terms
effectively?

of  each  source?

Vocabulary

relevant,  print  sources,  digital
sources,  search  terms

Vocabulary

relevant,  print  sources,  digital
sources,  search  terms

Vocabulary

validity,  credibility,  accurate,
assess

Concept:

Direct  Quotations

Concept:

Paraphrase

Concept:

Proper  MLA  Citations
Standards:

CC1.4.7.W

-How  quoting  and
paraphrasing  data  and
conclusions  of  others--  with
proper  citations  to  avoid
plagiarism--strengthen  writing

Standards:

CC1.4.7.W

-How  quoting  and
paraphrasing  data  and
conclusions  of  others--  with
proper  citations  to  avoid
plagiarism--strengthen  writing

Standards:

CC1.4.7.W

-How  quoting  and
paraphrasing  data  and
conclusions  of  others--  with
proper  citations  to  avoid
plagiarism--strengthen  writing

Lesson  Essential
Question:

How  does  a  writer  quote  or
paraphrase  the  data  and
conclusions  of  others  while
avoiding  plagiarism  and
following  a  standard  format
for  citation?

Lesson  Essential
Question:

How  does  a  writer  quote  or
paraphrase  the  data  and
conclusions  of  others  while
avoiding  plagiarism  and
following  a  standard  format
for  citation?

Lesson  Essential
Question:

How  does  a  writer  quote  or
paraphrase  the  data  and
conclusions  of  others  while
avoiding  plagiarism  and
following  a  standard  format
for  citation?

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary
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paraphrase,  direct
quotations,  plagiarism,
citation,  modern  language
association  (MLA)

paraphrase,  direct
quotations,  plagiarism,
citation,  modern  language
association  (MLA)

paraphrase,  direct
quotations,  plagiarism,
citation,  modern  language
association  (MLA)

Additional
Information/Resources:
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Course/Subject: Language Arts   Days: 4 Weeks 
Topic: Elements of Fiction    Grade Level: 8th Grade 
 
 

Key Learning: Authors use different literary elements to convey meaning.  
 

Unit Essential Question:  How do literary elements work together to convey meaning 
in fiction?  

 
 

Concept: 
Plot Structure/Setting 
Setting 
 

Concept: 
Characterization/Character 
Traits 
 

Concept: 
Symbolism/Shades of 
meaning 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.A, CC.1.3.8.C 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.C 

 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.F 

 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
How a theme or central idea 
of a text is developed over 
the course of the text 
(including characters, setting, 
and plot)   
 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
How does the author 
develop his/her characters 
through the episodes in the 
story? 
 
How particular lines of 
dialogue or incidents in a 
story or drama propel the 
action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a 
decision? 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
How words and phrases in a 
text include figurative and 
connotative meanings and 
how they shape meaning and 
tone?  
 

Vocabulary 
plot, mood, tone, setting, 
theme,  
 

Vocabulary 
Character Traits, 
Characterization (round, flat 
dynamic, static) dialogue 
 

Vocabulary 
symbolism, shades of 
meaning, connotation, 
denotation,  
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Course/Subject: Language Arts   Days: 4 Weeks 
Topic: Elements of Fiction    Grade Level: 8th Grade 
 

Concept: 
Summarizing Fiction/Text 
support 

Concept:   
Points of View 

Concept: 
Compare/Contrast 
structures 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.B 

 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.D 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.E 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
How can citing directly or 
indirectly from literature 
support analysis of the 
text? 
 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
How do different points of 
view affect the characters 
and the reading experience? 
 
 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question  
How does comparing and 
contrasting 2 or more 
pieces of text help a reader 
gain a better understanding 
of its meaning and style? 
 

Vocabulary 
inferences, conclusions, 
generalizations, 
credibility, plagiarism, text 
support 

Vocabulary: 
first person, third person 
(limited), omniscient, 
suspense, humor, irony  

Vocabulary 
compare, contrast, plot 
structure,  

   

 
 

Concept: 
Text to Film/Stage 
 
 

Concept: 
Modern vs. Traditional 
Text.  

Concept: 
 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.G 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.H 
 

Standards: 
 

 

Lesson&Essential&
Question& 
 

Lesson Essential Question 
 
How does a modern 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
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Course/Subject: Language Arts   Days: 4 Weeks 
Topic: Elements of Fiction    Grade Level: 8th Grade 
 

How do choices made by 
directors affect the 
production of a filmed or 
staged version of a piece of 
text? 

version of a text relate to 
the traditional or original 
piece? 
 

 

Vocabulary 
scripts, drama, stage 
directions, lighting, 
multimedia (audio, visual, 
video, website, podcast) 
 

Vocabulary 
 
themes, patterns, character 
types, elements of fiction 

Vocabulary 
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Course/Subject:  LA
Topic:  Grammar
Days:    Ongoing
Grade  Level:  8

Key  Learning:    Command
of  the  conventions  of
standard  English  grammar,
usage,  capitalization,
punctuation,  and  spelling
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing.

Unit  Essential  Question:
How  does  a  command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage
capitalization,  punctuation,
and  spelling  strengthen  the
understanding  of  reading  and
writing?

Concept:  Active  Verbs Concept:  Passive  Verbs Concept:  Indicitive  Verbs
Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  active  verbs
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  passive  verbs
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  indicitive  verbs
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Vocabulary:  active,  verb Vocabulary:  passive,  verb Vocabulary:  indicitive,  verb

Concept:  Imperative  Verbs Concept:    Interrogative Concept:  Conditional  Verbs
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Verbs

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  imperative  verbs
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  interrogative  verbs
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  conditional  verbs
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Vocabulary:  imperative,
verb

Vocabulary:  interrogative,
verb

Vocabulary:  conditonal,
verb

Additional
Information/Resources:

Concept:  Subjunctive  Verbs Concept:    Verbs  Shifts Concept:  Dangling
Modifiers

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
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and  spelling. and  spelling. and  spelling.

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  subjunctive  verbs
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  verb  shifts  strengthen
the  understanding  of  reading
and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does
avoiding  dangling  modifiers
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Vocabulary:  subjunctive,
verb

Vocabulary:  verb  shift Vocabulary:  modifier

Concept:  Misplaced
Modifiers

Concept:    Number  Shifts
(Pronoun)

Concept:  Person  Shifts
(Pronoun)

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does
avoiding  misplaced  modifiers
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  number  shifts
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  person  shifts
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Vocabulary:  modifier Vocabulary:  pronoun Vocabulary:  pronoun

Concept:  Fragment
Sentences

Concept:    Run-on
Sentences

Concept:  Confused  Words

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
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English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does
avoiding  fragment  sentences
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does
avoiding  run-on  sentences
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does
avoiding  confused  words
strengthen  the  understanding
of  reading  and  writing?

Vocabulary:  fragment Vocabulary:  run-on Vocabulary:  confuse

Concept:  Subject/Verb
Agreement

Concept:
Pronoun/Antecedent
Agreement

Concept:  Comma

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  subject/verb
agreement  strengthen  the
understanding  of  reading  and
writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  pronoun/antecedent
agreement  strengthen  the
understanding  of  reading  and
writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  commas  strengthen  the
understanding  of  reading  and
writing?

Vocabulary:  agreement Vocabulary:  agreement Vocabulary:  comma

Concept:  Ellipses Concept:    Dash Concept:  Parenthesis
Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
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English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  ellipses  strengthen  the
understanding  of  reading  and
writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  dashes  strengthen  the
understanding  of  reading  and
writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does  the
use  of  parenthesis  strengthen
the  understanding  of  reading
and  writing?

Vocabulary:  ellipses Vocabulary:  dash Vocabulary:  parenthesis

Concept:  Spelling Concept: Concept:

Standards:
CC.1.4.8.L

How  to  demonstrate  a
grade  appropriate
command  of  the
conventions  of  standard
English  grammar,  usage,
capitalization,  punctuation
and  spelling.

Standards: Standards:

Lesson  Essential
Question:  How  does
spelling  strengthen  the
understanding  of  reading  and
writing?

Lesson  Essential
Question:

Lesson  Essential
Question:

Vocabulary:  spell Vocabulary Vocabulary
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Course/Subject: Language Arts   Days: 4 Weeks 
Topic: Informational Texts    Level : 8th Grade 
 
Page 1 
 
Key Learning: Readers use informational texts to gain knowledge for the purpose of 
understanding.  

 

Unit Essential Question:  What role does informational text play in developing my 
knowledge base? 

 
 

Concept:   
Main idea 

Concept: 
Text details - support and 
analysis 
 

Concept: 
Topic 
(Key ideas/individuals 
/events) 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.A.  

Standards: 
CC. 1.2.8 B  
 

 

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.C  

 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
How does a reader 
determine the main idea of 
a text? 
 
How does a reader analyze 
the development over the 
course of a text? 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
How does text evidence, 
inferences, generalizations, 
and conclusions enhance 
and support analysis of a 
text? 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
How are key individuals, 
events, or ideas connected 
or distinguished in a text? 

Vocabulary: 
Objective summary, main 
idea 
      
 
 

Vocabulary 
Textual Details  
Inferences 
Generalizations 
 

Vocabulary 

topic 

individuals 

events 
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Course/Subject: Language Arts   Days: 4 Weeks 
Topic: Informational Texts    Level : 8th Grade 
 
Page 2 

 

 

   

Concept: 
Author’s purpose 

Concept: 
Point of View 

Concept: 
Text Structure 
 

Standards: 

CC.1.2.8.D  

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.D 
 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.E  
 

 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
 
How is the author’s purpose 
determined through the text? 
 
 
 

Lesson Essential Question 
 
How does the author 
acknowledge and respond 
to conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints? 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
 
How does an author’s use 
of specific sentences and 
paragraphs develop and 
refine a concept? 

Vocabulary: 

Author’s Purpose  
Point of View 
Facts 
Conclusions 
Evidence 
 
 

Vocabulary 
Point of View 
Evidence 
Opposition/conflicting 
viewpoints 
 
 

Vocabulary 
Structure  
Paragraph 
Bias 
Propaganda 
inference 
fact vs. opinion 
main idea 
supporting detail 
tone 
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Concept: 
Language and Tone 

Concept: 
Multimedia 
 
 

Concept: 
Persuasive Texts 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.F  

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.G  

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.H  

Lesson Essential 
Question  
How does the author’s 
word choice influence 
meaning or tone? 
 

Lesson Essential Question 
How can the advantages 
and disadvantages of using 
different media be 
evaluated to present a 
particular topic or idea? 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
How can evaluating claims 
and evidence prove an 
argument’s validity? 
 
What persuasive 
techniques does an author 
employ? 
 

Vocabulary 
Audience  
Formal Language 
Informal Language 
Tone 
Bias 
 

Vocabulary 
Medium/Media 
Multimedia (audio, visual, 
video, live version, website, 
podcast) 
 
 

Vocabulary 
Persuasive Elements  
Argument 
Claim 
Evidence 
Propaganda 
Sweeping generalization 
Red herring 
Circular reasoning 

   

Concept 
Comparing Texts  
Contrasting Texts 
 

Concept 
Context clues 
 

Concept 
Word clarifications 

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.I  

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.J  

Standards: 
CC.1.2.8.K  
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Lesson Essential 
Question 
How can two or more 
authors present conflicting 
information on the same 
topic and disagree on 
matters of fact or 
interpretation? 
 

Lesson Essential Question 
 
How can the meaning of 
jargon (content-specific 
words) and phrases be 
determined?   

Lesson Essential 
Question 
 
What strategies and tools 
can be used to determine or 
clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-
meaning words and 
phrases? 
 

Vocabulary 
Compare 
Types of text - editorial, 
journal, diary, memoir, 
blog, article 
 

Vocabulary 
Context clues (definition, 
synonym, antonym, 
example) 
Jargon 
 

Vocabulary 
Context clues  (definition, 
synonym, antonym, 
example) 
Multiple-meaning words  
Synonyms 
Antonyms 
 
 

   

 

Concept 
Comprehension of 
Nonfiction texts 
 

Concept 
 
 

Concept 
 

Standards: 
CC.1.2.6.L 
Read and comprehend 
literary non-fiction and 

Standards: 
 
 

Standards: 
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Page 5 
informational text on grade 
level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
What reading strategies 
can help me improve my 
comprehension of 
nonfiction text? 
 

Lesson Essential Question 
 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
 
 

Vocabulary 
Informational text 
Use of text features 
Rereading 
Self check 
 
 

Vocabulary 
 
 

Vocabulary 
 
 

 
 



EASTERN LEBANON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
STUDENT LEARNING MAP 

UPDATED 1/17/14 
Course/Subject: LA 
Topic: Writing - Narrative 
Days: 
Grade Level: 8 
 
Key Learning:   
An author uses 
differentiated time frames 
for specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences to develop 
real or imaginative 
experiences or events. 

  

   

Unit Essential Question:   
How does an author use 
differentiated time frames 
for specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences to develop 
real or imaginative 
experiences or events? 

  

   

Concept: Intended purpose Concept: Narrator Concept: Dialogue 

Standards:  
CC.1.4.8.J 
How claims are organized 
with clear reasons and 
evidence. How words, 
phrases, and clauses can 
clarify relationships among 
claims. How a concluding 
statement can support the 
argument that is presented. 
 

CC.1.4.8.K 
How an awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition can enhance 
writing. How precise 
language and specific 

Standards:  
CC.1.4.8.N 
How the context and point 
of view can engage and 
orient the reader through 
narration or 
characterization. 

Standards:  
CC.1.4.8.O 
How dialogue, description, 
reflection and pacing are 
used to develop 
experience, events, and 
characters.  How  precise 
words and phrases, 
descriptive details and 
sensory language captures 
the action and conveys 
experiences and events. 
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vocabulary is used to 
inform about or explain the 
topic.  How sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities can create 
tone and voice through 
precise language. How a 
formal style can be 
maintained in writing. 

   

Lesson Essential 
Question:  
How does an author 
convey purpose through 
the process of writing? 

Lesson Essential 
Question:  
How does a narrator help 
develop real or imaginative 
experiences or events? 

Lesson Essential 
Question:  
How does dialogue 
enhance the story through 
the process of writing? 

   

Vocabulary: purpose, 
context 

Vocabulary: narrator, 
experiences  

Vocabulary: dialogue  

   

Concept: Description Concept: Pacing Concept: Sensory 
Language 

Standards:  
CC.1.4.8.O 
How dialogue, description, 
reflection and pacing are 
used to develop 
experience, events, and 
characters.  How  precise 
words and phrases, 
descriptive details and 
sensory language captures 
the action and conveys 
experiences and events. 

Standards:  
CC.1.4.8.O 
How dialogue, description, 
reflection and pacing are 
used to develop 
experience, events, and 
characters.  How  precise 
words and phrases, 
descriptive details and 
sensory language captures 
the action and conveys 
experiences and events. 

Standards: 
CC.1.4.8.O 
How dialogue, description, 
reflection and pacing are 
used to develop 
experience, events, and 
characters.  How  precise 
words and phrases, 
descriptive details and 
sensory language captures 
the action and conveys 
experiences and events. 

   

Lesson Essential 
Question:  

Lesson Essential 
Question:  

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
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How does an author’s 
description aid the story 
through the process of 
writing? 

How does an author use 
pacing through the process 
of writing? 

How does an author use 
sensory language through 
the process of writing? 

   

Vocabulary: description Vocabulary: pacing, 
timing 

Vocabulary: sensory 
language, description 

   

Additional 
Information/Resources:  
 
 

  

 
Concept: Sequencing Concept: Informal Style Concept: Voice 

Standards:  
CC.1.4.8.O 
How dialogue, description, 
reflection and pacing are 
used to develop 
experience, events, and 
characters.  How  precise 
words and phrases, 
descriptive details and 
sensory language captures 
the action and conveys 
experiences and events. 

Standards:  
CC.1.4.8.O 
How dialogue, description, 
reflection and pacing are 
used to develop 
experience, events, and 
characters.  How  precise 
words and phrases, 
descriptive details and 
sensory language captures 
the action and conveys 
experiences and events. 

Standards: 
CC.1.4.8.O 
How dialogue, description, 
reflection and pacing are 
used to develop 
experience, events, and 
characters.  How  precise 
words and phrases, 
descriptive details and 
sensory language captures 
the action and conveys 
experiences and events. 

   

Lesson Essential 
Question:  
How does an author 
convey the sequencing of 
events through the process 
of writing? 

Lesson Essential 
Question:  
How does an author 
convey an informal style 
through the process of 
writing? 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
How does an author 
convey a voice through the 
process of writing? 

   

Vocabulary: sequencing, 
pacing, chronological 

Vocabulary: voice, 
informal, formal 

Vocabulary: voice 
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Additional 
Information/Resources:  
 
 

  

 
 



EASTERN  LEBANON  COUNTY  SCHOOL  DISTRICT
STUDENT  LEARNING  MAP

UPDATED  1-17-14
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Topic:  Poetry Level  :  8th  Grade

Page  1
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Key  Learning:  Read  and  analyze  poetry

Unit  Essential  Question:    What  elements  do  authors  use  to  create  poetry?

Concept:
Narrative

Concept:
Form  and  Structure

Concept:
Point  of  view

Standards:
CC.1.3.8.D

Standards:
CC1.3.8.E,  CC1.3.8.F

Standards:
CC.1.3.8.D

Lesson  Essential
Question:
How  is  an  author’s  position
conveyed  through  the  text?

Lesson  Essential
Question:
How  does  a  text’s  structure
and  form  helps  to  convey

meaning  from  multiple

texts?

How  does  the  influence  of

the  words  and  phrases  in  a

text  including  figurative  and

connotative  meanings

shape  meaning  and  tone?

Lesson  Essential
Question
How  is  the  author’s  point  of
view  or  purpose  conveyed
through  the  text  and  how  is
this  able  to  be  determined?

Vocabulary:
speaker

Vocabulary
concrete  (shape)
Ballad
Haiku
free  verse
Limerick
Lyric
rhythm/meter
rhyme
repetition

Vocabulary
author’s  purpose
speaker
(speaker  vs.  reader  vs.
author/poet)
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Course/Subject:  Language  Arts Days:
Topic:  Poetry Level  :  8th  Grade

Page  2

lines
stanza
punctuation
stops
pauses

Concept:
Sound  devices

Concept:
Figurative  language

Concept:
Theme

Standards:
CC1.3.8.F

Standards:
CC1.3.8.F

Standards:
CC1.3.8.A

Lesson  Essential
Question
How  does  a  poem’s  sound

devices  influence  the

meaning  and  tone  of  the

poem?

Lesson  Essential  Question
How  does  a  poem’s

figurative  language

influence  the  meaning  and

tone  of  the  poem?

Lesson  Essential
Question
What  message  is  the  author
trying  to  convey?

Vocabulary
onomatopoeia

alliteration

repetition

rhyme
rhythm
meter
assonance*
consonance*

Vocabulary
figurative  language
simile

metaphor
personification
idiom
hyperbole
allusion

Vocabulary
context  clues

drawing  inferences

author’s  purpose
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Course/Subject: Language Arts   Days: 4 Weeks 
Topic: Response to Literature   Level : 8th Grade 
 
 
 
Key Learning: Evidence supports analysis, reflection, and research for literary or 
informational texts. 

 

Unit Essential Question:  How does evidence support analysis, reflection, and 
research for literary or informational texts? 

 
 

Concept:   
Print sources 

Concept: 
Digital sources 
 

Standards: 
CC1.4.8.S 
 
How evidence from 
literary or informational 
texts supports analysis, 
reflection, and research 

Standards: 
CC 1.4.8.S 
 
How evidence from literary 
or informational texts 
supports analysis, 
reflection, and research  

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
-How does a writer 
introduce text(s) for the 
intended audience, state a 
topic, and create an 
organizational structure in 
which ideas are logically 
grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose? 
 
-How does a writer 
develop the analysis using 
the relevant evidence 
from test(s) to support 
claims, opinions, and 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
-How does a writer 
introduce text(s) for the 
intended audience, state a 
topic, and create an 
organizational structure in 
which ideas are logically 
grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose? 
 
-How does a writer 
develop the analysis using 
the relevant evidence from 
test(s) to support claims, 
opinions, and inferences 
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Course/Subject: Language Arts   Days: 4 Weeks 
Topic: Response to Literature   Level : 8th Grade 
 
 

inferences and 
demonstrating an 
understanding of the 
text(s). 
 
-How does a writer use 
appropriate transitions to 
create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts? 
 
-How does a writer use 
precise language and 
domain-specific vocab to 
inform about or explain 
the topic? 
 
-How does a writer 
establish and maintain a 
formal style? 
 

-How does a writer 
provide a concluding 
section that follows from 
and support the analysis 
presented? 

and demonstrating an 
understanding of the 
text(s). 

 

-How does a writer use 
appropriate transitions to 
create cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts? 
 
-How does a writer use 
precise language and 
domain-specific vocab to 
inform about or explain 
the topic? 

 

-How does a writer 
establish and maintain a 
formal style? 
 

-How does a writer provide 
a concluding section that 
follows from and support 
the analysis presented? 

Vocabulary: 
print, textual support, 
proper citation, claims, 
inferences, cohesion, 
domain specific vocab., 
formal style, concluding 
section, paraphrase, direct 
quotation      

Vocabulary 
digital, textual support, 
proper citation, claims, 
inferences, cohesion, 
domain specific vocab., 
formal style, concluding 
section, paraphrase, direct 
quotation  

!
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Key Learning: Vocabulary Skills 

 
Unit Essential Question:  How do we determine and acquire new vocabulary to 
strengthen reading and writing?   

 
 

Concept:   
Clarify Word Meaning 

Concept: 
Alternate Word Meanings 
 

Concept: 
Word Banks 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.I 

Standards: 
CC1.3.8.F 

Standards: 
CC.1.3.8.J 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question:  
How can we determine the 
meaning of unfamiliar 
words in a text? 

Lesson Essential 
Question: 
How can figurative and 
connotative meanings of 
words shape tone of a 
piece of text? 
 
 

Lesson Essential 
Question 
How can acquiring and using 
grade appropriate words 
enhance the writing and 
reading experience? 
 

Vocabulary: 
context clues, affixes, 
synonyms, antonyms 
 

Vocabulary 
tone, mood, connotation, 
denotation, figurative 
language 
 

Vocabulary 
(domain specific words, 
prefix/roots/suffixes, 
Greek/Latin bases) 
 
 

   

 


